
Page �1

   Excelsior Masonic Lodge #113 AF & AM 
 Summer Newsletter 2017

 From the East - Andrew Punch, Worshipful Master 
                 Yesterday, Today and the Future 

  As we look at where we have been, where we are and what we need for the future it becomes 
obvious that we need to build a stable foundation for growth.  The strength of any Lodge is the 
Brothers of the Lodge and this year is about the Brothers.  At each meeting, time is set aside to 

share concerns, joys and recognize Brothers who are ill or are in need of assistance.  We encourage Brothers to 
think outside of the box and bring forward ideas to be considered for exploration and taking time to routinely 
solicit this kind of information is paying off.  Brothers are more concerned for each other and their families and 
there have been great suggestions for the future.  As an example later in the newsletter you will find some 
information about the play “Rose Upon the Alter” that is being considered for production by the Lodge.  Focusing 
on the Brothers, community and Lodge activities is building a “tradition” for the Lodge that will transcend from 
one year to the next and thus a strong and stable foundation! 

One of the most exciting accomplishments is the interest in our Lodge by the community.  We have just  raised 
three Brothers to the sublime Degree of a Master Mason; Jonathan Hamilton, Joseph Widman and Samuel Boggs.  
We are excited about these new Brothers and they are already making a difference in the Lodge.  

You may have heard that we requested a dispensation from the Grand Master to hold stated meetings over the 
summer.  The three summer months without meetings caused us to have to restart the engine of the Lodge each 
Fall.  The experiment seems to be working to this point as we always have Brothers at the meetings who are 
engaged and  are anxious to solidify the traditions of the Lodge.  It is an exciting time for the Lodge, plan on 
attending a stated meeting, one of the social events, Saturday morning breakfast, or simply give us a call and we’ll 
make time for you.  Spending time with your Brothers is a very good thing!  Check out the Lodge calendar on the 
website.   www.excelsior113.org 

From our Brother Benjamin Franklin - Masonic labor is purely a labor of love. He who seeks to draw 
Masonic wages in gold and silver will be disappointed. The wages of a Mason are in the dealings with one another; 
sympathy begets sympathy, kindness begets kindness, helpfulness begets helpfulness, and these are the wages of a 
Mason. 

From the West - Larry Erickson, Senior Warden  
     Harmony 
   The football field was mud; the blades of grass had long ago been pounded to its roots and this 

week’s rain had made the field almost unplayable. It was a Junior Varsity game. Varsity players had 
been sent down to work on specific skills. Non-varsity players were     getting game time.  On 
fourth and long the coach sent in a play—“Fake Punt.” The play book said the long snapper 

snaps the ball to the running back that delays for a moment to view the field and then picks an open 
space in the line to run to while the snapper makes contact with the defensive lineman and blocks him 
in the direction the defender chooses to go. One problem, if the lineman doesn’t try to run around the 
long snapper, if he “stays home”, there is no hole up the middle for the back to run through. Three times 
the coach called “fake punt” and three times the running back gathered speed and planted the crown of 
his  
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helmet in the small of the back of the long snapper for a loss. After the third time the coach took the 
long snapper out of the game he sent him to the end of the bench with a special monologue filled with 
family insults and choice four letter words. The long snapper stuffed his emotions and took the abuse in 
silence.  
Maybe the long snapper, at the appropriate time should have defended himself by citing the play book. Maybe he 
should have had a conversation with the running back and reminded him to run an opening with his head up and 
eyes open. Maybe the player should have had a conversation with the coach about how to effectively treat players. 
Had that conversation taken place maybe the coach would not have been fired 6 years later for occurrences much 
like this.  But then again, the long snapper had very little control of his passions and almost no ability to control 
the words he said or the way he said them.  

When it comes to lodge stuff too often a Brother will choose to stuff his emotions; silence his thoughts; accept no 
for an answer without ever asking for approval; all in the name of harmony.  

We should not “stuff”. We should practice our emotion control and practice stating our opinions respectfully with 
honest clarity and purpose. We are Freemasons and that’s what Freemasons are called to do. And who better to 
practice WITH than a fellow Freemason?  

From the South - Ryan Wolbeck, Junior Warden 
This Lodge is Growing! 
I hope this message finds you well. If it’s been some time since you’ve 
been to the lodge we would love for everyone to come visit us.  We are a 
growing lodge with many new faces and a lot of new changes underway.   

Among my duties this year is the head of the scholarship committee, our 
lodge awarded $2,000 dollar scholarships to Sether Johnson and   Elisabeth 
Johnson both seniors at Minnetonka High School. They are very bright and 
successful students and we all believe will be excellent representatives of our 
lodge’s donations in the community.  Elizabeth will be attending Gustavus 
Adolphus College and Sether will attend St Olaf College in the fall.  Pictured 
presenting these scholarships at Minnetonka High were BR Larry Erickson and 
BR Steve Maslonka 

Another project of mine this year is to provide more social spaces in the lodge, 
currently working on painting our anteroom and updating it into an informal 
meeting place for brothers of the lodge. Once completed we hope to have a large sectional couch, television, and 
possibly a poker table for brothers to come to the lodge outside of regular meeting times to enjoy each other’s 
company and enjoy themselves.  My hope with this project is to create an environment where brothers are excited 
to come to the lodge and build a better sense of brotherhood and connection among the membership. After its 
completion we are hoping to host some small events and all are welcome to come and enjoy the space with us!  To 
finish I would like to leave you with the following: 

“A Lodge is not held together with steel bands, but by the silken ties of brotherhood, woven of 
interest, friendliness, good times, wholesome fraternal intercourse.” –Unknown 

See you all at the lodge soon! 

PUBLISHED UNDER AUTHORITY OF THE GRAND LODGE OF MINNESOTA A.F. AND A.M.



Page �3

What is happening at the Lodge this Summer? 
Graduating Senior Scholarships!  

Two $2,000 Scholarships were presented to students from Minnetonka High School.  See 
our Senior Warden, Brother Ryan Wolbeck’s column for all of the details! 

 

Bicycles for Books Reading Program!   
Excelsior Masonic Lodge #113 continues the tradition of awarding bicycles 
to students from Excelsior Elementary School who have demonstrated 
outstanding achievements in reading.   This year six deserving students 
received certificates to be applied to a bicycle and accessories from Bokoo 
Bikes of Chanhassen. Thank you, Bokoo Bikes, for your long standing 
generous partnership with us in this program.  Masonic Charities has 

provided support for this program for several years 
and we thank them for believing in the importance of 
reading as a base building block for life skills.  We 
would like to also thank Excelsior Elementary School 
for allowing us the opportunity to have a role in 
developing strong readers and better citizens for the future. Pictured are the six outstanding 
readers and presenters Worshipful Brother Dick McGinnis and Brother Jonathan 
Hamilton. 

Summer means Bratwurst and Hotdog Sales!   
The Brothers of Excelsior Lodge man the Lodge Brat Booth at Cub Foods, three events at Excelsior Brewery and 
the 4th of July, Crazy Days and Apple Day at the City of Excelsior.   Funds earned are earmarked to support a 
variety of community projects.  We are committed to supporting our community through graduating high school 
student scholarships, Bicycles for Books Reading Program at the elementary school, donations to the local Food 
Shelf, supporting Men’s Health through educating  men to cancer risk, depression and suicide prevention, 
sponsorship of a Minnetonka Youth Baseball Association team and 
more.  The brats are the best in Excelsior and through the work of 
the Brothers we are able to support our community in a way that 
really does make a difference.  So if you are around and want to help 
out we would love to have you.  Please keep an eye on the Excelsior 
Masonic Lodge 113 Facebook page www.facebook.com/
Excelsior113/ for up to date information and the Lodge Website 
www.excelsior113.org for a full calendar of opportunities to help 
out.  If you need to communicate directly email our Junior Warden 
Ryan Wolbeck who coordinates most of the event schedules.  
ryan.wolbeck@icloud.com 
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The Lodge will continue meeting throughout the summer!   
The Brothers have determined that we are a busy Lodge, we 
enjoy each others company and that when we don’t meet over 
the summer we lose a great deal of momentum.  So a 
dispensation was requested from the Grand Master of Masons of 
Minnesota to conduct an experiment of having three Stated 
Meetings the third Monday of June, July and August and an 

educational meeting the first Monday of each these  months.    This dispensation was 
granted so put these meeting changes in your calendar.  We are looking forward to 
using these additional opportunities to grow as a Lodge and serve our community.  
PS:  The Lodge will be warm so dig out your very best tropical shirt, shorts and see 
you at the meetings.  (That’s right all of the Brothers look like a young Tom Selleck)! 

Brothers to Entertain Producing a Play!   
Brother Ron Wagner informed us at one of our Saturday morning breakfasts that 
there was a group of traveling Masons who produced the play “A Rose Upon The 
Alter” by Carl H Claudy several years ago.  This really caught the imagination of 
several of the Brothers which prompted Brother Ron to source the scripts for us to 
review.  The play was written in the 30’s and is set in a Lodge that has to address 
some very pressing challenges.  We have had our first read through which found our 
Brothers moved by the plays content and the messages that can be conveyed.  We are 
entertaining producing the play as a fundraiser to support our  community programs 
at our own Lodge while at the same time we will explore developing a traveling show.  

Should you be interested in participating we will have a place for you!  Look for more information in upcoming 
newsletters and our Facebook page www.facebook.com/Excelsior113/ 

Excelsior Masonic Lodge Building Restoration Drive Update!   
Our Cornerstone Capital Fund Drive was initiated in late 2015 and 2016 in response to our fire marshal placing a 
“red tag” on our 90 plus year old boiler and failure of the roof in the Northeast corner 
of the Lodge.  This drive allowed us to fully cover the costs of both of these emergency 
repairs and realize utility savings.  Our heat bill has been cut significantly by the new 
ultra high efficiency boiler system and no more leaks!  Along with these repairs 
Worshipful Master Andrew Punch and his wife Sarah made a significant donation to 
the Lodge which allowed replacing all of the lighting in the Lodge with LED lamps 
causing us to further reduce our energy consumption.   

Our next project is the front doors and entry.  The Brothers of the Lodge are securing 
a contractor to restore the doors and the entry surrounding wood.  After many years 
of looking at options from full replacement of the doors to restoration we have been 
able to find a solution that allows us to satisfy the city’s need to keep the “historic” 
look of our downtown, improve safety by adding tempered glass and reduce air 
infiltration by restoring proper pane seals, door gaskets and weather barrier 
hardware.   

Funding these repairs and improvements have been realized by our initial 
Cornerstone Capital Drive, donations from Brothers and generous pledges of support from Eastern Star.  We have 
made some great progress, but there is still so much to be done.  There are still high priority items such as the 13  
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Excelsior Masonic Lodge Building Restoration Drive Update! - continued from page #4 

failing Water Street windows, tuck pointing of the Masonic Alley side and back of the Lodge.  Air infiltration 
through the windows is massive and the failing mortar is allowing moisture to invade the Lodge and loosen plaster 
in the Lodge room down into the kitchen and ladies changing and bath rooms.  Furthermore the roof repairs 
solved the problems in the North East corner but it was a repair to an old roof and we will be due for an entire roof 
in a handful of years.   

The challenge for the Brothers of the Lodge is how to balance the things that we know that Masons should be be 
doing; serving and supporting our community, serving and supporting our Brothers, striving to do good work in 

the Lodge (ritual) as well as maintain this grand old Lodge building.  
Building maintenance is perhaps not what we signed up to do but it is 
important.  We are the stewards of the building and we have tenants and 
Brothers and Sisters of Eastern Star that deserve and must have a safe 
and comfortable place to work and meet.  To expand a bit, as a Lodge we 
have the strong belief that funds raised at public facing events (brat sales 
etc) should be earmarked for our several community support projects.  
The day to day operations of the building; taxes, heat, lighting etc are, in 
part, being funded by tenant rent, dues and non public fundraisers.  

Building maintenance and restoration has been unfortunately been 
dropped to the bottom of the list over the years due to shortfalls in funds.  

Earlier in this newsletter Brother Ryan our Junior Warden told of a growing Lodge and what we are doing to 
engage our new Brothers and their families as well as meet the needs of our seasoned Brothers.  I can’t tell you 
how wonderful it is to see children of Brothers in the Lodge building again, to host community functions hearing 
participants state “what a great historic building” and Christmas time is magical as the faces of children glow 
sitting on Santa lap telling him how good they have been and that milk and cookies will be awaiting as he delivers 
gifts.  Building maintenance and improvements are as necessary a part of supporting our community, our 
membership and our tenants as is giving to the food shelf, supporting men’s health, scholarships or the 
elementary school’s reading program .  Maintaining and restoring our building is  an ongoing process so must be 
the work of capital fund raising.  If you had pledged giving though the Cornerstone 
Capital Drive this  year and next please consider making those contributions now.  
We will be sending out Cornerstone Capital Drive letters again this fall in a 
continued effort to keep up our stately lodge.  To make contributing easier we are 
taking steps to set a “contribute button” on our website where your donation goes 
directly to this fund electronically (you will be able to pay your dues on line as 
well).   Thank you for supporting your Lodge and your community.   Your 
contributions are very much appreciated and necessary.   

Steve Maslonka - Secretary  

Welcome New Brothers into the Lodge! 
The Lodge has raised to the sublime degree of  a Master Mason three 
Brothers this summer.  Please welcome Brothers  (center of photo left 
to right) Jonathan Hamilton, Joseph Widman and Samuel Boggs.  
These Brothers have already been busy with Lodge  attending 
meetings and events as well as participating in summer brat and 
hotdog sales.  Their participation with these events is allowing us to 
set aside funds for the  
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Welcome New Brothers into the Lodge! - continued from page #5 

community projects that you will read about in this newsletter.   Thank you to these Brothers for endeavoring to 
become “true and faithful Brothers among us”. 

The Lodge will begin a fall degree class beginning in September with 3 men who have expressed that they would 
like to improve themselves by becoming a Mason by petitioning for degrees.   

We would love to have you join us at the degrees so stay tuned to our Facebook page, the website calendar or the 
weekend email update sent out by our Lodge Crier every Thursday for more information on degree dates.  If you 
aren’t getting the weekend updates send your email address to srmaslonka@icloud.com and we will get you 
on the list. 

Social time at the Lodge every Saturday morning!  Did I mention  
BREAKFAST? 
Brothers, if you didn’t know we have breakfast every Saturday morning at 8am and we have the best pancake 

breakfast in the state.  That may be bragging a bit but not much!  Brother Ron 
Wagner has concocted a pancake mix that to quote one of our 
Brothers, “You can cut them from a Styrofoam plate with a plastic 
fork and not dent the plate or break the fork” or another, “those cakes 
are so light you need three sausages and two eggs on the plate just to 
keep it from floating away”.  Don’t know what Brother Ron’s secret 
ingredient is but but it may be helium!  While the breakfast is great 
the conversations, sharing, and support that the Brothers find at 
8:00am  on Saturday to whenever we are done is priceless.  It is a 
great place to bring a friend, a potential candidate or someone off the 
street.  There is no cost for breakfast but if you feel like the 
conversation and food was worthy a donation will be welcomed by 

Jeeves our resident butler and the proceeds will be put to a good use! 

Entered Apprentice School of Instruction to be conducted by Excelsior #113 
Our Lodge will be hosting an Entered Apprentice Lodge of Instruction August 23rd for 
Brothers of the area.  This is an exciting opportunity for Excelsior #113 and The Brothers 
are looking forward to the challenge.  There will be a light dinner at 6:00 pm and the degree 
beginning at 6:30 pm.  A donation for the meal is requested.  Junior Deacon Brother Ryan 
Wolbeck  is coordinating the degree team.  Consider coming and participating.  It seems 
that there is always something to learn from these schools and sharing information with 
Brothers is always good.  

Golf Anyone? 
There are several time scheduled through out the summer for you to join Brothers on the links!  
Some say that they are very good, some say that they aren’t so very good but they are certainly doing 
some Brotherly bonding.  By-the-way!  Sounds like there is interest in carrying this “golf thing” into 
the fall!  Don’t think you should miss out on this activity so make some Masonic memories, golf with 
a Brother, and have more fun than you can stand!  Watch our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/Excelsior113/ for the next golfing adventure. 
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Special Social Time for Brothers of Excelsior #113! 
This will certainly make you consider 
coming out to a meeting this summer!  We 
took care of business quickly and gathered 
on Brother Ron Wagner’s boat for a sunset 
tour of Lake Minnetonka.  There were 1o 
Brothers cruising with several retiring to 
Maynards for a l i t t le social t ime 
afterwards.  Just take a look at that Sunset, 
don’t you wished you were there? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Excelsior Masonic Lodge #113 AF & AM 
Meetings - 1st and 3 Monday’s   
Dinner at 6pm and meeting at 7pm 
Officers of the Lodge -  
Worshipful Master  Andrew Punch   Senior Steward  Semih Ayhan 
Senior Warden  Larry Erikson   Junior Steward  Todd Bennett 
Junior Warden  Ryan Wolbeck   Marshal  Carl Hanson 
Senior Deacon  Ross Galow   Chaplin   Jay Fischer  
Junior Deacon  Tuncay Ozdenak  LEO   Bruce Trippet  
Treasurer  Glenn Erickson   Tyler    Chauncey Akers 
Secretary   Steve Maslonka 

Contact Information -  
Phone 952-474-7778 
Website   http://www.excelsior113.orgGrand Lodge of Minnesota
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Excelsior113/
You may email us at   membership@excelsior113.org 
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Excelsior Masonic Lodge #113     
249 Water Street 
Excelsior, MN 55331
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Community Projects
Two - $2000 Scholarships for Graduating Minnetonka Seniors
Bikes for Books Reading Program - Encouraging student reading in local 
elementary schools
Support for Men’s Health Issues both physical and mental
Sponsor of Minnetonka Youth Baseball team
Support for local Food Shelf                                                          
HOME of the Excelsior Community Chili Competition!

Our Supporting Partners!

 Excelsior Masonic Lodge #113   AF & AM 


